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Salisbury  Infirmary,  Sep.  17,  1 767. 

Refolved,  Nemme  Contradicente , 

HAT  the  Thanks  of  this  Anniverfary 
-If  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Rev.  the  Dean 
of  Salisbury,  for  the  Sermon  this  Day 
preached  by  him,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Society  > 
and  that  he  be  delired  to  deliver  a  Copy  of  the 
fame  tq  the  Secretary,  in  order  that  500  of  them 
may  be  printed. 

RADNOR,  Prefident. 

/ 

By  Order  of  the  Governors , 

John  Turner,  Secretary. 
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THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  OF 
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PEMBROKE,  VISITOR, 
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THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  OF 
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RADNOR,  PRESIDENT, 
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AND  THE  REST  OF  THE  NOBILITY  AND 
GENTRY,  GOVERNORS  OF  THIS  INFIRMARY, 

This  Sermon,  preached  and  published  at  their 
Request,  is,  with  all  due  Respect,  inscribed, 

BY  THEIR 

* 

VERY  FAITHFUL 

AND  OBEDIENT  SERVANT, 
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T.  GREENE. 
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A  SERMON,  &c> 


i  Chronicles  xxix  Chap.  Verfe  14. 


Who  am  I,  and  what  are  my  People ,  that  we 
Jkoidd  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  this 
Sort  f  For  all  Things  come  of  thee ,  and  of  thine 


own  have  we  given  thee . 

HESE  Words  contain  the  devout  Refledti- 


JL  ons  of  King  David  upon  a  very  joyful  and 
folemn  Occafion.  The  People  of  Ifrael,  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  Example  and  Intreaties  of  David, 
had  contributed  moft  willingly  and  liberally  to  the 
great  Work  of  building  a  Temple  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Glory  of  that  God,  who  had  done  fo 
great  Things  for  them. 


B 


An 
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An  Occafion,  which,  if  Pride  and  Vain-Glory 
could  ever  become  fo  imperfeCt  a  Creature  as 
Man  is,  might  have  juftified  David  in  the  fulled: 

Indulgence  of  them - But  far  different  was 

his  Behaviour  upon  it -  We  do  not  fee  him 

venting  his  Joy  in  impious  Boaftings,  like  the 
proud  Nebuchadnezzar,  upon  the  Review  of  the 
Wealth  and  Power  of  his  Kingdom,  but  in  a 
devout  and  humble  Reflection  upon  his  own,  and 
his  Peoples  abfolute  Dependance  upon  Him ,  of 
whom  all  Things  come;  and  from  this  Reflecti¬ 
on  drawing  this  juft  and  natural  Conclufion - - 

Of  thine  own  have  we  given  thee  - - But  who 

am  I,  and  what  are  my  People ,  that  we  Jhould  be 

f  _ 

able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  this  Sort  ?  For  all 
'Things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have  we 
given  thee  — —  Which  Words,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  they  fet  forth  a  moft  amiable  Picture 
of  Humility  and  Gratitude  in  King  David,  do 
likewife  convey  to  us  a  moft  ufeful  Leflon  of  In- 
ftruCtion  not  unfuitable  to  the  prefent  Occafion, 
teaching  us 

In  the  firft  Place,  to  guard  againft  Self-Suffi¬ 
ciency  and  Confidence  in  our  Riches,  and  to 

look 
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look  up  to  Him,  upon  whofe  Bounty  and  Good- 
nefs  we  depend  wholly  for  the  Enjoyment  and 
Prefervation  of  them ;  and  fuggefting  likewife  to 
us  the  befl  and  moft  powerful  Motive  to  employ 
our  Wealth  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  will  be  moft 
acceptable  to  God,  and  moft  conducive  to  the 
Honour  and  Glory  of  his  Name. 

Firji ,  We  are  taught  to  guard  againft  Self- 
Sufficiency  and  Confidence  in  our  Wealth,  and 
to  look  up  to  Him ,  upon  whom  alone  wre  depend 
for  the  Enjoyment  and  Prefervation  of  it. 

It  is  a  Reflection  that  does  no  great  Ho¬ 
nour  to  the  Human  Heart,  and  yet  it  is  too 
obvious  to  efcape  our  Notice,  that  inftead  of 
feeling  a  more  lively  Senfe  of  Gratitude  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Bleffings  we  receive,  they  infen- 
fibly  leffen  in  our  Eftimation,  and  we  grow 
forgetful  of  the  Hand  which  gave  them.  Nay, 
that  even  at  the  very  Time  we  are  enjoying 
the  more  diftinguifhed  Marks  of  God’s  Favours, 
we  are  ufually  leaft  difpofed  to  pay  the  becom¬ 
ing  Tribute  of  a  thankful  Heart. - There 

is  indeed  fomething  in  a  cpnftant  Flow  of  Riches 

B  2  and 
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and  Prosperity*  which  is  too  apt  to  lead  us  into 
an  irreligious  Confidence  in  them,  into  a  vain 
Prefumption  of  our -own  Skill  and  Prudence  in 
acquiring  them,  and  a  fond  Conceit  of  our 
Power  and  Ability  to  preferve  them.- — It  is 
upon  this  Account  that  Riches  are  fo  feverely 
fpoken  againft  in  Scripture— not  that  the  meer 
Poftefiion  of  Riches  has  in  itfelf  any  Thing  bad 
or  criminal,  but  as  it  is  too  commonly  attended 
with  a  vain  Confidence  in  them,  and  a  Difre- 
gard  to  the  Giver  of  them. — —It  is  againft 
this  Corruption  of  Mind,  that  the  fevere  Sen¬ 
tence  pronounced  by  our  Saviour  againft  rich 

Men  is  levelled - How  hardly  Jhall  a  rich  Man 

enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God !  Which  he  af¬ 
terwards  explains  and  foftens  by  confining  this 
Reflection  to  fuch  only  as  trujl  in  their  Riches. 
- — And  it  is  to  guard  againft  this  fatal  Abufe 
of  Riches,  that  the  Rules  and  Commands  are 
fo  frequently  urged,  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Te (lament- — Thus,  when  Moles  had  defcribed 
to  the  Ifraelites  the  Wealth  and  Plenty  of 
that  good  Land,  whither  the  Lord  God  would 
bring  them,  he  does  not  intimate  any  Sin  they 
would  be  guilty  of  in  the  Ufe  and  Enjoyment 
V  )  ;  of 
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of  the  good  Things  they  would  find  there,  but 
only  warns  them  againft  an  irreligious  Confi¬ 
dence  in  them. - To  the  fame  Purpofe  is  the 

Direction  of  St.  Paul  to  Timothy,  that  he 
Jhould  charge  them ,  who  are  rich  in  this  World \ 
that  they  be  not  high-minded,  nor  trujl  in  un¬ 
certain  Riches ,  but  tn  the  living  God ,  who  giveth 
us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy,— — And  in  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  King  David,  now  before  us,  we  have 
thefe  Rules  inforced  and  illuftrated  by  his  own 
Pradice,  upon  an  Occafion,  not  unlike  that  of 
the  prefent  Solemnity,  when  we  are  met  toge¬ 
ther  to  congratulate  with  each  other  upon  the 
flourifhing  State  of  an  excellent  Inftitution,  lately 
founded  in  this  Neighbourhood,  upon  the  God¬ 
like  Principles  of  Compaffion  and  Benevo¬ 
lence;— to  do  Honour  ,to  the  Governors, 
Guardians,  Benefadors,  and  Subfcribers,  by 
whofe  pious  Care  and  Fidelity  it  is  maintained 

and  conduded; - to  implore  God’s  Blefllng 

upon  this  good  Work,  and  Labour  of  Chriftian 
Love;— and  to  exhort  and  encourage  each 
other  in  the  Support  and  Increafe  of  it — -An 
Inftitution,  the  acknowledged  Merit  and  exten- 
five  Ufe  of  which  will  plead  more  ftrongly  in 

its 
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its  own  Behalf,  and  recommend  it  more  pow¬ 
erfully  to  your  Protection  than  any  Thing  I  can 
offer  in  its  Favour. 

What  an  Idea  does  the  View  of  fo  many 
great  and  ufeful  public  Charities,  founded  in 
this  Kingdom,  and  fupported  by  free  and  vo¬ 
luntary  Contribution,  give  us  of  the  Wealth 
and  Profperity  of  our  Country  !  and  how  pleaf- 
ing  a  Senfation  muft  it  raife  in  every  good  and 
benevolent  Heart,  to  fee  the  Zeal,  the  Willing- 
nefs,  and  Liberality  of  the  Governors,  Guardi¬ 
ans,  Benefactors  and  Subfcribers,  in  providing 
for  almoft  every  Species  of  Diftrefs  and  Calamity 
incident  to  their  Fellow -Creatures !  And  upon 
this  View,  what  more  natural  or  becoming  Re¬ 
flection  can  offer  than  that,  which  fuggefted 
itfelf  to  King  David,  on  a  like  Occafion  ? 

What  are  this  People,  that  they  fhould  be 
able  to  offer  fo  willingly  and  liberally  after  this 
Sort  ?  —  Whence  all  this  Wealth,  this  Power, 
and  Ability  but  from  Him  from  whom  alone  come . 
Riches  and  Honour ,  who  reigneth  over  all \  and  in 
whofe  Hands  alone  it  is  to  make  great ,  and  give 

Strength 
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Strength  to  all ?  —  To  his  good  Providence  is 
owing  every  Blefling  and  Advantage,  whether 
natural,  civil,  or  religious,  which  we  enjoy  — • 
Whence  the  Mildnefs  and  general  Fruitfulnefs  of 
our  Climate,  but  from  Him>  in  whofe  Hands  are 
all  the  Corners  of  the  'Earth  ?  'The  Sea  too  is  his9 
a?id  he  hath  made  it  not  only  a  Defence  againft 
the  Injuries  and  Encroachments  of  our  Neigh¬ 
bours,  but  a  Channel  thro*  which  Riches  and 
Plenty  are  poured  in  upon  us  from  every  Quarter 
of  the  World. 

To  his  watchful  Care  over  us  is  owing  the  fe- 
cure  and  quiet  Enjoyment  of  our  own  Poflfeflions ; 
the  Protection  of  the  belt  and  mildeft  Laws,  ad¬ 
min  iftered  with  the  moft  impartial  Juftice,  under 
the  Government  of  a  Prince,  who,  as  well  as  his 
Royal  Anceftors,  has  always  made  thefe  Laws  the 
Rule  of  all  his  Actions  — —To  what  but  God’s 
good  Providence  is  it  owing  that  we  enjoy  the 
clear  Light  of  the  Gofpel,  unclouded  by  the 
Darknefs  of  Ignorance  and  Superftition  ? 

But  befides  thefe  Reflections  upon  the  public 
Blefiings  we  enjoy  as  a  People,  we  are  led  like- 

wife 
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wife  by  the  Words  of  the  Text  ( who  am  IJ  to 

r  * 

reflect  every  one  upon  his  own  Situation  and  Cir- 

cumftances  as  an  Individual - The  diftreffed  and 

miferable  Objedts,  which  have  already  been  reliev¬ 
ed  by  this  infant  Charity,  and  the  Numbers  which 
have  annually  been  fo  by  the  many  other  Charities 
eftablifhed  in  this  Kingdom,  fet  before  us  indeed 
a  very  pleafing  Pidture  of  the  Willingnefs,  as  well 
as  Ability ,  of  this  Country,  to  fupport  and  promote 

thele  excellent  Foundations - But  what 

Heart  is  not  affedted  at  the  fame  Time  with 
thofe  Scenes  of  Mifery,  which  they  exhibit  to 

our  View  ? - They  fhew  indeed  that  Thou- 

fands  are  made  happy  by  being  reftored  to  Eafe 

and  Health - But  how  melancholy  is  the 

Reflection,  that  Human  Nature  is  expofed  to 
fuch  Variety  of  Wretchednefs,  and  that  there 
is  no  Sorrow  in  all  this  Train  of  Sicknefs  and 
Calamity,  under  which  we  fee  fo  many  fuffer, 
but  what  we  are  all  liable  to,  and  which  may  be 
the  unhappy  Lot  and  Portion  of  us  all  ?— — While 
we  fee  a  Phoufand falling  befides  us,  and  ten  <Tbou - 
j and  at  our  Right-Hand,  let  us  afk  ourfelves ; 
what  are  we*  that  none  of  thefe  Evils  Jhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  us,  nor  ary  of  thefe  Plagues  come  nigh  our 

Dwelling  ? 
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Dwelling  ? - -We,  who  To-day  are  in  full  En¬ 

joyment  of  Health  and  Strength,  may,  without 
God's  gracious  Aid  and  Protection,  by  To-mor¬ 
row’s  Dawn  be  laid  upon  the  Bed  of  Sicknefs, 
feeble  and  fore-fmitten,  and  in  Want  of  every 
Help  and  Comfort,  which  by  thefe  charitable 
Societies,  are  provided  for  the  Sufferings  of  our 

Fellow-Creatures - We,  who  are  now  blefled 

with  the  Ufe  of  our  Limbs  and  bodily  Organs, 
may,  if  his  Angels  keep  not  Charge  over  ns,  be 
reduced  by  ten  Thoufand  Accidents  to  the 
wretched  Condition  of  the  Impotent,  Maimed, 

*  k  L*  I  f 

and  Withered,  that  daily  fue  for  Admittance 
within  your  holpitable  Walls — - — Tho’  we  may 
be  exempted  by  the  prefent  Eafe  and  Affluence 
of  our  Circumffances  from  many  of  the  Evils, 
which  the  Laborious  and  Necefiitous  are  more 

^  *  «  VT  °  *"  •  *  "  S  .  ?  1  *  •''**;*"  .  •  .  „  >  . 

liable  to,  yet  let  us  confider  to  whom  we  are  in- 

■  •  •  ;  f  ;  i  '-1  f  X~  -  *  .  ^  .  «•  .  *  .  •» 

debted  for  this  Exemption,  and  who  it  is  that 

thus  maketh  us  to  differ  from  another - He,  who 

is  now  c loathed  in  Purple  and  fine  Linen,  and 
fiareth  fiumptuoufiy  every  Day,  might,  if  Heaven 
had  not  been  particularly  indulgent  to  him,  have 

« 

been  laid  at  the  rich  Man’s  Door,  dejiring  to  be 

C  -  fed 
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fed  with  the  Crumbs  that  fall  from  his  'Table . 
They,  who  are  this  Day  fo  generoufly  employed 
in  the  Care  and  Government  of  this  excellent 

:  * .  a  .  ,  . 

Charity,  might,  if  Heaven  had  not  furnifhed 
them  with  other  Means  of  Comfort  and  Affif- 
tance,  been  now  fuing  to  this,  as  their  only 
Hope  and  Relief  under  their  prefling  Neceflities. 

v.  .• 

— — Or,  happy  as  we  may  be,  and  ought  to 
think  ourfelves  in  our  prefent  Exemption  from 
fuch  Circumftances,  yet,  who  can  fecure  to  him- 
felf  one  Day’s  Continuance  of  it  ?- — Who  can 

j 

tell  what  a  Day  may  bring  forth,  or  how  fad  a 
Change  To-morrow’s  Sun  may  behold  from  this 
Day’s  flourifhing  Eftate  ?  ,  .  .  • 


*  r  ,«  -  *  •  r 

;  S  "*  •  -  iff*  .  .  ~t  f  \  £-'■  ■  \  '  •  -►  g  >  . 

Such  devout  and  humble  Reflections  upon  our 
abfolute  Dependance  upon  God  for  every  Blefling 
we  enjoy, 

eft;  Heart  a  lively  Senfe  of  Gratitude  to  him. 


.....  . 


cannot  fail  of  railing  even  in  the  cold- 


from  whence  will  naturally  flow  an  earned:  Defire 
of  making  the  beft  Returns  we  can  for  all  his 
Mercies,  and  an  hearty  Endeavour  to  employ  his 
Favours  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  will  be  moft  plead¬ 
ing  to  him,  and  moft  conducive  to  the  Honour 
and  Glory  of  his  Name. 

0 


But 
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But  what  Returns  can  fuch  poor  and  depen¬ 
dant  Creatures  as  we  are,  make  to  the  great 

Lord  and  Proprietor  of  the  Univerfe  ? - Can  we 

be  any  Ways  profitable  unto  God,  or  at  all  con¬ 
tribute  to  his  Honour  and  Glory  ?  What  Houfe 
Jhall  we  build  for  him,  who  filleth  Heaven  and 
Earth  ?  Will  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with  Thoufands 
of  Rams,  or  ten  Lhoufand  Rivers  of  Oil?—* 

No - He  hath  Jhewed  thee,  0  Man  what  is  good, 

and  what  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee 
in  Return  for  all  the  Bleflings  thou  enjoyed,  but 
willingly  for  his  Sake  to  bedow  fome  Part  of 
them  in  the  Support,  Relief,  and  Comfort  of  thy 
Fellow-Creatures  r - And  this  leads  me  to  the 

f  ^  /f  * ,  \  \ 

Second  Thing,  I  propofed  to  confider,  viz. 
the  Motive  fuggeded  in  the  Text  to  employ  our 
Wealth  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  will  be.  mod  accep¬ 
table  to  God,  and  mod  conducive  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Glory  of  his  Name. 

Nature,  Reafon,  and  Experience,  all  furnifh 
us  with  powerful  Motives  to  Charity  and  Com¬ 
panion;  but  we  then  ad  upon  the  nobled  and  mod 
exalted  of  all  Motives,  when  we  perform  our  Ads 

C  2  of 
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of  Charity  out  of  a  Senfe  of  Gratitude  to  God, 
producing  in  us  an  earneft  Defire  of  Conformity 
to  his  Example,  and  Obedience  to  his  Will  and 

Commandments - This  it  is  that  gives  Worth 

and  Excellence  to  them,  and  conftitutes  them 
truly  religious  Actions - -We  are  told  in  Scrip¬ 

ture  that  in  the  Likenefs  of  himfelf  did  God  create 

Man - In  what  then,  may  we  alk,  can  this 

Likenefs  confift  ? - Not  in  Wifdom  and  Know¬ 
ledge - Not  in  Glory  and  Honour - Not  in 

Might  and  Power - In  what  then  can  we  re¬ 

ferable  him,  but  in  his  Benevolence  and  Mercy  ? 
— —And  very  remarkable  it  is  to  this  Purpofe, 
that  our  Saviour  in  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
(as  recited  by  St.  Matthew)  commands  us  to  he 
perfect  as  our  Heavenly  Father  is  perfect ;  which 
in  the  Parallel  Place  of  St.  Luke  is  rendered.  Be 
ye  merciful  as  your  F  at  her  alfo  is  merciful - Here¬ 

in  fhewing  that  all  the  Perfections,  we  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  imitating  God  in  here,  are  his  Mercy  and 
Goodnefs.  — -Here,  indeed,  we  may  imitate  the 
moft  glorious  of  Beings,  and  this  in  his  moft 
lovely  and  adorable  Attributes — --Here  is  Scope 
for  the  moft  boundlefs  Ambition,  to  be  con¬ 
tinually 


[  *3  1 

tinually  refembling  Him,  who  is  the  Fountain 

and  Sum  of  all  Perfection - We  may  by  our 

tender  Care  and  Afliftance  like  God,  be  a  Helper 
to  the  Friendlefs,  and  a  Father  to  the  F at herlefs — 
We  may  fatisfy  the  Empty ,  a?id fill  the  Hungry 

Soul  with  our  Goodnefs - We  may  help  the  Poor 

out  of  their  Mifery,  by  comforting  thofe  that  are 
broken  in  Heart  and  giving  them  Medicines  to  heal 

their  Sicknefs - In  the  Scheme  of  Charity  now 

before  us,  there  is  Opportunity  afforded  for  every 
one,  according  to  his  Abilities,  to  be  inftrumentai 
in  promoting  fome  of  thefe  Godlike  Acts  of  Mer¬ 
cy  and  Benevolence - Every  Individual,  by  lend¬ 

ing  his  Affiftance,  and  throwing  in  even  his 
Mite  to  this  publick  Stock,  may,  like  the  Uni- 
verfal  Parent,  be  the  Author  of  Eafe,  Health, 

and  Comfort  to  thofe  about  him - Can  any 

Thing  in  the  World  give  a  quicker  Relifh  to  our 
own  Health  and  Profperity  ? —  -Can  any  Thing 
afford  more  folid  Comfort  to  us  in  Sicknefs,  Sor¬ 
row,  and  Adverftty,  than  to  be  able  to  apply  to 

ourfelves  the  Reflection  of  holy  Job - When  the 

Ear  heard  me,  then  it  blefj'ed  me ;  and  when  the 
Eye  faw  me,  it  gave  witnefs  unto  me,  becaufe  I 

delivered 
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delivered  the  Poor  that  cried,  and  the  Father lefs 
and  him  that  had  none  to  help ;  the  Bleffing  of  him 
that  was  ready  to  perijh  came  upon  me,  and  I  caufed 

the  Widow  s  Heart  to  fmg  for  Joy  ? - Compare 

the  inward  Satisfaction  arifing  from  fuch  Reflec¬ 
tions  with  that  which  the  Amufements,  Pomp 
and  Vanities  of  the  World  can  afford,  and  then 
be  yourfelves  the  Judges  who  are  they,  that  make 
the  bed  Ufe  of  their  Riches,  and  reap  the  trued: 
Comfort  and  Happinefs  from  them - The  out¬ 

ward  Shew  and  Splendor  of  the  W orld  may  daz¬ 
zle  the  Multitude,  and  give  them  a  vain  Opinion 
of  our  Wealth  and  Happinefs,  but  it  is  only  a  cha¬ 
ritable  Employment  of  our  Wealth  that  can  make 

us  feel  ourfelves  rich  and  happy  within- - We 

are  ufually  ready  enough  on  all  other  Occafions 
to  magnify  our  Circumdances,  and  give  the 

World  an  higher  Opinion  of  them - Let  us 

not  then  affed  to  under-rate  and  conceal  them 
in  the  only  Indance,  where,  our  Vanity  may  wear 

even  the  Face  of  Vertue^ - Let  us  not  then  only 

plead  Poverty  and  Inability,  when  we  are  called 
upon  to  make  the  bed  Ufe  of  our  Wealth  and 
Superfluities  by  fupplying  the  Wants  and  Ne- 

ceflities 
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ceflities  of  our  Fellow -Creatures;  but  let  us 
adore  the  Goodnefs  of  Providence,  in  giving  us 
fuch  Opportunities  to  attone  by  this  for  our  too 
frequent  Abufe  of  them  in  other  Inftances. 

That  in  ACts  of  Charity  confift  the  moffc 
acceptable  Returns  we  can  make  to  God,  we 
may  learn  even  from  the  Jewifh  Difpenfation, 
under  which,  though  God,  in  Condefcenfion  to 
the  Prejudices  and  carnal  Affections  of  that  Peo¬ 
ple,  was  pleafed  to  accept  of  their  coftly  Sacri¬ 
fices  and  pompous  Ceremonies  of  Worfhip,  yet 
he  was  continually  warning  them  by  his  Pro¬ 
phets,  that  fo  far  were  thefe  from  being  pleating, 
they  were  an  Abomination  to  him,  unlefs  thofe 

who  offered  them,  likewije  learned  to  relieve  the 

. 

Poor ,  to  judge  the  Fatherlefs ,  and  plead  for  the 

Widow - 'And  we  muft  be  utter  Strangers  to 

the  whole  Genius  and  Defign  of  ChrilTs  Reli¬ 
gion,  if  we  are  not  fully  convinced,  that  in  vain 
do  we  pretend  to  be  his  Difciples,  in  vain  do  we 
hope  to  be  Partakers  of  his  Promifes,  unlefs  we 
carefully  cultivate  the  Principles  of  uruverfal 
Love  and  Charity  in  our  Hearts,  and  confiantly 
regulate  our  Practice  by  them.  The  Chriftian 

Religion 
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Religion  is  a  Difpenfation  full  of  Love  and 
Mercy ;  upon  thefe  is  it  founded,  in  thefe  is  it 

perfected - By  this,  fays  our  Saviour ,  Jhall  all 

Men  know  that  ye  are  my  Difciples,  if  ye  have. 

Love  one  for  another - And  in  the  Account 

he  gives  of  what  will  be  his  Method  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  the  Day  of  Judgment,  he  exprefily 
declares,  that  the  main  Article  of  Enquiry  will 
be,  how  far  we  have  obferved  or  neglected  thefe 

great  Duties  of  Love  and  Mercy - Lhen  Jhall 

the  ‘  King  fay  to  them  on  his  Right-Hand,  Come 
ye  Blefed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  Kingdom  pre¬ 
pared  Jor  you  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World , 
for  I  was  hungry ,  and  ye  gave  me  Meat I  was 
ihirjly,  and  ye  gave  me  Drink ;  I  was  a  Stran¬ 
ger,  and  ye  took  me  in-,  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me-, 
I  was  fick,  and  ye  vifted  me-.  Verily  1 fay  unto  you, 
inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  leaf  of 

thefe  my  Brethren ,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me - 

And  exa&ly  agreeable  to  his  Precepts  and  Doc¬ 
trine,  was  his  own  Behaviour  :  It  was  his  whole 
Bulinefs  to  go  about  doing  Good,  giving  Sight  to 
the  Blind ;  Hearing  to  the  Deaf  -,  Strength  and 
Agility  to  the  Lame  and  Decripped ;  healing  the 
Sick,  and  inftru&ing  the  Ignorant.  Such 
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Such  is  our  Warrant  for  pronouncing  Ads  of 
Charity  to  be  the  mod  acceptable  Returns  we 
can  make  to  Him,  from  whom  come  all  Things 
- And  fuch  the  Encouragement  to  offer  wil¬ 
lingly  to  him  of  his  own • 

Thus  every  Argument  that  can  be  fuggefred 
to  us  by  Nature,  Reafon,  or  Experience,  by  our 
Hopes  and  Fears,  by  our  Love  of  inward  Appro¬ 
bation,  or  outward  Credit  in  this  World ;  or  by 
our  Defires  of  Blifs  and  Glory  in  the  World  to 
come,  all  confpire  to  inforce  this  great  Duty 
of  Charity  and  Companion. 

x  i  i  j  1  *  <r  *• 

Since  then  it  appears  to  be  a  Duty  incum¬ 
bent  upon  us,  both  as  Chriflians ,  and  as  Men , 
to  affift,  according  to  our  Abilities,  in  dimi- 
?iijhing  the  public  Stock  of  Mifery,  and  increaf- 
ing  the  public  Stock  of  Eafe  and  Happinefs  in 
the  World ;  and  fince  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of 

any  one  to  aflift  all  that  are  in  Want  and  Dif- 

* 

trefs ;  it  will  be  the  Aim  and  Study  of  the  truly 
benevolent  Man  t.o  apply  and  dired  his  Charity 

D  in 
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in  fuch  a  Manner  as  will  affift  the  moji  *.  He 
will  (according  to  the  Pfalmift’s  Obfervation)  be 
not  only  merciful  and  liberal \  but  will  guide  his 

Jiff  airs  with  Difcretion - with  Difcretion  in 

regard  to  himfelf  by  Moderation  in  his  unnecef- 
fary  Expences;  by  Temperance  in  his  Pleafures ; 
and  by  fuch  Prudence  and  Oeconomy  in  the 
Management  of  his  Fortunes,  as  will  enable  him 
chearfully  and  willingly  to  beflow  fome  Part  of 
them  in  relieving  the  Diflreffes  and  Wants  of 

thofe  around  him - With  Difcretion  in  regard 

to  others ,  by  prudently  choofing  the  mofl:  pro¬ 
per  Objedts,  and  by  purfuing  the  moil  exten- 
five  and  effectual  Method  of  relieving  them. - - 


If  then  a  far  greater  Number  of  Objedts  under 
every  Species  of  Diftrefs  can  be  more  fpeedilyy 
more  properly ,  and  more  effectually  relieved  in 
thefe  public  Infirmaries,  than  could  poflibly  be 


#  By  comparing  the  printed  Accounts  of  feveral  public  Hof- 
pitals,  the  Expence  of  an  In-Patient  is  generally  about  fix 
Shill ngs  per  Week:  But  this  Expence  muft  doubtlefs  be  greater 
in  fmali  Hofpitals  than  in  larger,  and  the  prefent  unufual  Dear- 
nefs  of  Provifions  muft  be  taken  into  the  Confideration. 


done 
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done  by  the  fame  Number  of  charitable  Perfons 
acting  in  their  feparate  Capacities,  (a  Truth 
which  I  believe  is  not  contefted)  furely  there 
cannot  be  a  Wronger  Argument  with  every 
benevolent  Man  to  fupport  and  encourage 
them. 

Objections  indeed  have  been  made  to  thefe 
public  Charities,  on  Account  of  the  Pharifaical 
Parade  and  OJlentation  with  which  they  are 

conducted - To  thofe  (if  any  fuch  there  are) 

who,  out  of  a  feigned  Humility  and  real  Want 
of  Charity,  make  this  Objection,  the  Anfwer  is 

moft  fhort  and  obvious - That  in  the  very 

Nature  of  Things,  Inftitutions  of  this  Kind  mujl 
be  fupported  by  public  Contributions ,  and  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  public  Marnier — —To  thofe,  who 
are  realy  ferious  and  fincere  in  this  Objection,  the 
Anfwer  is  as  obvious - That  there  are  Opportu¬ 

nities  afforded  them  to  contribute  to  the  Aid  and 
Support  of  this  Charity  in  fo  fecret  a  Manner  * 

*  N.  B.  Charity-Boxes  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Infirmary  are 
placed  in  the  Cathedral,  in  the  Parifii  Churches,  at  the  Infir¬ 
mary,  and  in  feveral  of  the  moft  frequented  Inns  in  the  City. 

that 


that  even  their  Left-Hand  need  not  know  what 
their  Right-Hand  doeth-~~~ 

Another  Argument  in  Favour  of  thefe  Infti- 
tutions  with  every  publiofpirited  Man,  may  be 
the  Konoui  and  Reputation,  which  are  hereby 
reflected  upon  our  Country  ~ —  How  much  foever 
we  may  be  funk  in  Reputation  for  Induftry, 

•  k  .  4  ^ 

Simplicity  of  Manners,  and  other  Virtues,  which 
formerly  were  the  CharadteriRicks  of  the  Englifh, 
yet  Rill  we  may  challenge  every  Country  in  the 
World  to  produce  greater,  or  more  fhining  In- 

♦  ,  *’■  »  *  »  *  y 

Ranees  of  public  Charity  and  Munificence,  than 

this  can  bcafi  of - Flow  juftly  foevet  we  may 

be  reproached  for  Infidelity  and  Profanenefs,  for 
Negledt  and  Contempt  of  Religion,  yet  Rill  by 
God’s  Grace  we  retain  this  Mark  and  Evidence 
of  Ch rift’s  Kingdom  being  amongft  us,  that  the 
Blind  receive  their  Sighf,  the  Lame  walk,  the 
Lepers  are  cleanfed,  and  the  Poor  have  the  Gofpel 

preached  to  them - -  Very  excellent  Things  in  this 

refpedl  are  fill  fpoken  of  us - If  then  we  have 

&ny  concern  for  our  National  Honour,  let  us  en- 

deavour 
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deavour,  in  our  feveral  Stations,  and  according  to 
our  refpedtive  Abilities,  to  fupport  the  Reputati¬ 
on,  we  have  thus  juftly  gained — —Nor  is  our 
national  Honour  only  concerned,  but  our  national 

Peace  and  Welfare  likewife - For  befides  the 

Number  of  Lives  annually  preferved  and  rendered 
ufeful  to  the  Public  by  thefe  Infirmaries — befide 
this,  I  fay,  there  is  a  natural  Tendency  in  public 
Charity  and  Benevolence  to  promote  public  Peace 

and  Order— - When  the  lowed  of  the  People 

fee  your  hofpitable  Gates  ever  open  to  receive  and 

comfort  them  in  their  greateft  Diftreffes - When 

they  experience  the  Tendernefs,  Care,  and  Dili¬ 
gence,  with  which  they  are  there  attended— 
when  they  enjoy  many  Advantages  freely  bellow¬ 
ed  upon  them  within  your  Walls,  which  the 
Rich  frequently  cannot  pur  chafe  to  themfelves  in 
their  own  Houfes— Thefe  Fadls  (for  Fadts  un¬ 
doubtedly  they  are)  are  fufficient  to  foften  the  mod 
obdurate  Hearts  into  Gratitude;  to  flop  their  Mur¬ 
murs  at  the  unequal  Difpenfations  of  Providence ; 
and  to  force  them  to  confefs  that  the  Poor  are  not 
always  forgotten,  and  that  the  patient  Abiding  of 
the  Meek  fall  not  per  ijh - The  Exaffinefs,  Re¬ 

gularity 
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gularity  and  Quiet,  with  which  the]'  fee  thefe 

* .  t  x 

Charities  conducted,  can  hardly  fail  to  make  them 
fenfible  of  the  great  Advantages  arifing  from  De¬ 
cency,  Order  and  Difcipline ,  and  to  put  them 
upon  wifhing  and  endeavouring  to  introduce  and 

►  g  .  *• 

maintain  fomething  of  the  fame  Kind  within  their 
own  little  Families.' - When  they  are  them- 

*  r  •  >  ~  *  ■  ■  r 

felves  Witneffes  of  the  Care  and  Attention,  of 
the  Time  and  Expence,  which  Perfons  of  the 
firft  Rank  and  Fortune  willingly  beftow  upon  their 
Comfort  and  Relief,  they  muft  by  Degrees  grow 

»*  *  r  r  * 

afhamed  of  their  wild  Notions  of  Equality  and 

•  **r  f  •-%  f 

Independance ;  they  muft  fee  the  Ufefulnefs  and 

* 

Necefiitv  of  Subordination,  and  Submijjion  to 
Superiors,  and  the  Benefits  that  accrue  to  all 
from  the  various  Circumftances  of  Human  Life.— 
Were  all  equally  rich  and  powerful,  all  would 
be  equally  poor  and  impotent;  all  would  be  mife- 

rable  and  diftrefied - For  in  this  Cafe  to  whom 

could  any  one  apply  for  Help  and  Protection  ?— 

i 

The  Spiritual  InftruCtions  like  wife,  which 
are  adminiftered  to  them  in  thefe  Schools  of 

Adverfity 
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Adverfity  muft  leave  lome  (it  is  to  be  hoped 
kiting)  Impreffions  upon  their  Minds,  and 
waken  in  them  a  livelier  Senfe  of  their  Duty  to 
and  Dependance  upon  God,  and  of  the  Im¬ 
portance  it  is  both  to  their  temporal  and  eternal 
Happinefs,  to  live  foberly ,  right eoujly  and  godly 
for  the  future .  To  thefe  public  Benefits,  which 
may  reafonably  be  hoped  for  and  expected  from 
thefe  Inftitutions,  give  me  Leave  to  add  one 
more  Confideration  of  a  Itill  more  important 
Nature,  which  is,  that  we  may,  without  an 
irreligious  Prefumption,  humbly  hope  that 
our  public  Charity  may  in  fome  Meafure  cover 
the  Multitude  of  our  public  Sins — that  our 
Alms  may  afcend  for  a  Memorial  before  God, 
and  avert  thofe  Punilhments,  which  for  our 
open  Negledt  of  fo  many  other  Duties,  we 
have  too  much  Reafon  to  fear. 

Sensible  then,  as  even  the  bed  of  us  mud 
be,  how  much  we  every  one  add  daily  to  the  Sum 
of  public  Guilt,  let  it  be  our  particular  Care, 
in  this  Indance  at  lead,  to  make  fome  Atone¬ 


ment 
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ment,  by  adding  likewife  to  the  Sum  of  public 

Vertue - So  fhall  we  approve  ourfelves  good 

and  ufeful  Members  of  our  Country  here ;  and 
(hall,  by  cultivating  thefe  humane  benevolent  Dif- 
pofitions,  be  daily  fitting  and  preparing  ourfelves 
for  a  heavenly  Country,  where  Pity  and  Compaf- 
fion  indeed  will  find  no  Obje&s,  but  where  Love, 
Peace  and  univerfal  Benevolence  will  flow  from 
Heart  to  Heart  thro’  all  Eternity. 


The  End  of  the  SERMO N. 
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By  the  Rev.  Dr.  DO  DWELL, 

‘  '  ’  *  "  '  *“  ~  •  A.  s  O  *.  -  >W  -  .  j> 

On  laying  the  Foundation-Stone. 
Gracious  God,  whole  Mercy  is  over  all 

j  v‘  >  -  ■  •  •  * 

thy  Works,  and  whofe  Providence  fuper- 
intendeth  all  ours,  look  down,  we  befeech  Thee, 
with  Favour  and  Bleffing  on  this  Undertaking, 
fincerely  intended  to  promote  thy  Honour,  to 
advance  the  Welfare  of  our  Fellow-Creatures,, 
and  to  exprefs  our  Senfe  of  our  Duty  and  De- 
pendance  on  Thee.  Accept  the  Defigns,  and 
ftrengthen  the  Hands,  of  all  that  are  engaged 
in  this  Work  of  Love  and  Piety.  Improve  the 
Difpolitions,  direct  the  Counfels,  and  profper  the 
Labours  of  thofe  who  are  inftrmnental  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  Provifion  for  the  Relief  of  the  Diflrefied 

E  and 
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and  Friendlefs.  Confirm  the  Zeal  of  thofe  who 
think  it  their  Privilege  to  imitate  thy  gracious 
Love  to  Mankind,  and  to  be  inftrumental  in 
doing  Good  to  their  Brethren ;  and  awaken  the 
like  grateful  Regard  to  Thee,  and  the  like  Ten- 
dernefs  to  them,  in  all  thofe  whom  thy  Provi¬ 
dence  has  preferved  from  Diftrefs,  or  to  whom 
Thou  haft  granted  the  comfortable  Means  of 
Aftiftance  under  it.  And  whilft  we  are  ufing 
the  Means  which  thy  Providence  has  enabled* 
and  thy-  Grace  has  difpofed  us  to  life  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  thofe  who  moft  want,  and  are  leaft  able  to 

obtain  it  in  any  other  Method,  blefs  the  proper 

. 

Application  of  thy  good  Gifts,  and  grant  that  we 
may  fee,  and  others  may  reap,  the  Benefit  of 
the  happy  Effeds  of  this  Undertaking.  Grant 
that  the  Labour  of  this  Day  may  prove  the 
Foundation  of  the  moft  extenfive  Bleflings,  both 
temporal  and  fpiritual,  to  the  moft  indigent 
Members  of  thy  Church ;  that  whilft  in  many 
Nations  Superftition  or  Ignorance  dired  wrong 
Rules  of  Condud,  or  mifapply  the  beft,  and 
thereby  increafe,  inftead  of  alleviating,  the  Mi- 
feries  of  Mankind,  the  Benefit  of  thy  holy  Re¬ 
ligion, 


[  27  3 

ligion,  rightly  underftood  and  faithfully  pradlifed 
in  thefe  benevolent  Inftitutions,  may  fhine 
forth  to  thy  Glory  and  to  the  Conviction  and 
Salvation  of  all  amongft  us.  Grant  that  Jefus 
Chrift  being  the  chief  Corner-Stone  of  our 
Faith  and  Practice,  we  may  thereon  build  ratio¬ 
nal  Devotion,  univerfal  Love,  and  uniform  Pu¬ 
rity  ;  that  under  thy  gracious  Protection  and 
Afiiftance  we  may  leften  the  Calamities' of  this 
prefen t  Life,  and  may  pafs  from  it  to  a  State, 
where  there  will  be  no  farther  Diftrefles  to  al¬ 
leviate  :  That  when  our  earthly  Houfe  of  this 
Tabernacle  Hi  all  be  diffolved,  we  may  have  a 
Building  with  Thee,  O  God,  an  Houfe  not  made 
with  Hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens.  Grant 
this,  O  Lord,  for  the  Sake  of  thy  Son,  our 
(Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift.  Amen. 


Salts- 


Salisbury  Infirmary,  Sep.  17,  1767. 
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Refolved,  Nemine  Contradicente , 

rjr*'  Hx4T  the  Thanks  of  this  Anniverfary  Meet- 
-S-  ing  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Dr  Do  dwell, 
for  having,  in  Compliance  with  the  Requeft  of 
the  Society,  eompofed  the  Prayer  to  be  this  Day 

,  >  t  ‘  f  r  r  '  *  r  r 

ufed,  on  laying  the  Foundation  Stone  of  the  Infir- 

*  •  r  ;  *  »  ■  r  ■ 

mary ;  and  that  he  be  defired  to  permit  the  fame 
to  be  printed  with  the  Dean  of  Saliibury’s  Sermon. 

RADNOR,  Prefident. 


By  Order  of  the  Governors , 

John  Turner,  Secretary. 


